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With $3M investment, Boston hospitals treat housing instability as a
health issue
Aug 7, 2019, 6:09am EDT

Three Boston hospitals are working to address housing instability, investing a
combined $3 million to keep people from being evicted and plan future
affordable housing projects.

Boston Medical Center, Boston Children’s Hospital and Brigham and Women’s
Hospital announced the Innovative Stable Housing Initiative, a three-year
program intended to fund creative solutions to housing instability in Greater
Boston.

The partnership is unique in that the issue of housing is being addresses as a
health issue, and also because the three health systems are pooling resources to
reduce administrative redundancies and streamline how funding is made available.

“What we’re understanding more and more is we should provide the best medical care possible, but if you’re homeless
or housing unstable, your health will be undermined,” said Dr. Megan Sandel, associate director of the GROW clinic at
Boston Medical Center. “While we make that connection, we also think health systems in cross sector partnerships —
working with government and other institutions — are what will be needed to address the housing crisis.”

The funding will include $1.5 million to go toward a flex funding program. Of that amount, $166,200 will be given to
three community groups — Casa Myrna Vasquez, Urban Revival, and Homestart — for funding that can be used to keep
people from eviction.

“One of the challenges we know is … you can be unstably housed for years,” said Dr. Shari Nethersole, executive
director for community health at Boston Children’s Hospital. “Preventing people from losing their housing is a critical
component. Sometimes it’s a small emergency for two to three months that sinks a family. If we can help to support
that from happening, we can pave the way for a longer stable period after that.”

Nethersole said administrators will analyze the success of the program to deploy the remaining funding over the next
two years.

The health systems are also dedicating nearly $928,000 over three years toward grants aimed at increasing
protections for renters or building more affordable housing.

The groups have dedicated another $100,000 to three more organizations — the Center for Economic Democracy,
Boston Ujima Project and Right to the City — to seek additional grant funding.
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Funding will be coupled with possible policy initiatives, aimed at creating more affordable housing or increasing renter
and homeowner protections.

“We’re not going to solve this without changing some policy at the state and city level without changes in practice in
the system that administer housing,” Nethersole said.
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